Researching a Hospital’s Community Benefit Spending Using the IRS 990
1. Locate a copy of the most recent IRS 990 for the hospital of interest. Some sites will try and charge you
for accessing this publicly available document, but you can access copies for free at:
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/
a. Type the hospital name into the Search for Nonprofit Data box

Helpful hints:
- Some hospitals do business under a name that is not their legal name for tax filing
purposes. If you can’t find your hospital by name, you may need to do additional
research to find out its legal name before you search.
- Many hospitals have auxiliaries and/or foundations that share their name, and that also
file the IRS 990, so be sure you pick the hospital from the search results to get the
correct 990 form.
b. Click on the name of the hospital in the list of search results.
c. Select the IRS 990 for the most recent year available.
2. Find Schedule H in the IRS 990. Note that the PDFs available on the ProPublica site are not searchable
so you will have to scroll down until you locate Schedule H. It is usually a little before the halfway point
in the file.
3. Locate the relevant community benefit information. You will want to look at the following sections:
a. Part I, lines 7e and 7i
b. Part II, Community Building Activities (all)
c. Part VI, any narrative covering Part I, lines 7e and 7i and Part II
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You can learn a few basic things from Part I:


Does the hospital spend any money on community benefit other than charity care?



If yes, what types of spending are they doing (this is at a high level, e.g., research, health
professions education).



If there is funding on lines 7e and/or 7i, this indicates that the hospital spends funds on the
types of activities a prevention coalition might be involved in. See instructions for worksheet 4
(line 7e) and worksheet 8 (line 7i) for more information.

Part II is also interesting. Many hospitals leave this section blank, but there are clear opportunities
outlined that could be leveraged by prevention and other community coalitions.
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Part VI is helpful because the narrative often includes more detail about what types of work the hospital
is supporting with community benefit dollars. Hospital completion of Part VI is somewhat uneven so you
may or may not find useful information.
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