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The event in which you are about to participate is 
provided through the New England Prevention 

Technology Transfer Center (New England PTTC) a 
program funded through the Substance Abuse and 

Mental Health Services Administration’s (SAMHSA). 
SAMHSA Cooperative Agreement 

#5H79SP081020-03.

The views and opinions represented in the webinar are 
not necessarily the views and opinions of the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services, SAMHSA or 
the New England PTTC





New England 
Prevention Technology Transfer Center

• The New England PTTC translates prevention science into 
trainings and technical assistance products to guide the 
prevention workforce in adopting and implementing prevention 
science in their communities.

• Products include in-person, distance-learning, and online 
trainings as well as prevention tools and resources.

• The Prevention Technology Transfer Center Network is funded 
by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration.

• Find us online: https://pttcnetwork.org/newengland

https://pttcnetwork.org/new-england


Source: https://www.ncsl.org/research/health/state-medical-marijuana-laws.aspx

https://www.ncsl.org/research/health/state-medical-marijuana-laws.aspx


New England cannabis policy at-a-glance

Medical Cannabis?
Legalized and allowing retail 

sales
Decriminalized

Maine Yes Yes

New Hampshire Yes No Up to ¾ ozs decriminalized

Vermont Yes Yes

Massachusetts Yes Yes

Connecticut Yes Yes

Rhode Island Yes No Up to 1 oz decriminalized



Cannabis Policy Literacy
A vital skill to develop in the prevention field



Why is cannabis policy literacy 
important for prevention professionals?

• Important context for our needs assessments
• Enhancing the capacity of our coalitions
• Important context for selecting programs and 

strategies
• Provisions in policy that may help, or hinder, 

implementation
• Important context for the evaluation of our 

state and local cannabis prevention initiatives



What’s happening in our communities?
• Is cannabis consumption changing in our 

states and communities? How?

• Who is consuming cannabis?
• Why? When? Where?

• Has this changed since cannabis has 
been legalized/commercialized?  

• How?

• How is the pandemic shaping cannabis 
consumption?

• Has parental use of cannabis 
changed? 

• Impacts of adult use on affected 
others? Children?

• Are risk factors being impacted by 
commercial cannabis?

• How is the pandemic shaping cannabis 
policy?

• What other questions would you want 
to answer in your assessment?



Fundamental policy literacy skills for 
prevention professionals

• Where do I find my state’s cannabis laws, rules, and regulations?
• What committee handles cannabis legislation in my state 

legislature?  How can I attend hearings?
• (If I am in a legalized state) Who oversees regulating the 

adult-use and/or medical industry in my state?  How can I 
connect to them?

• Where do I find the local laws and ordinances for cannabis in my 
community?

• How do I identify provisions that impact risk and protective 
factors?

• How should my knowledge of cannabis policy inform my SPF 
process?



Why is cannabis policy literacy 
important for prevention professionals?

Because it impacts risk factors!

Low Perception of Risk/Harm Labeling & Packaging
Advertising

Retail Access Buffer zones
Dispensary Caps
Density Caps
Hours of operation
License types allowed

Social Access Social host laws
Regulations on home grows

Pricing & Promotion Advertising
Cultivation

Policies & Enforcement Provisions/funding for training law enforcement
Structure of state regulation

Norms favorable to youth substance use Labeling & Packaging
Advertising



Conducting Risk & Protective Factor 
Inventory of Cannabis laws & policies

Risk Factor A

Provision in 
cannabis law 

impacting this 
Risk Factor

How will it 
impact this 
risk factor?

How do we adapt our 
prevention strategies for 

this risk factor?

Do we need to consider 
new prevention strategies 

for this risk factor?

Risk Factor B



Conducting Risk & Protective Factor 
Inventory of Cannabis laws & policies

Protective 
Factor A

Provision in 
cannabis law 

impacting this 
Risk Factor

How will it 
impact this 
risk factor?

How do we adapt our 
prevention strategies for 

this risk factor?

Do we need to consider 
new prevention strategies 

for this risk factor?

Protective 
Factor B



What is the emerging research saying?

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0028390821001647?via%3Dihub

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0028390821001647?via%3Dihub


Policy Literacy is a Critical Skill

• Understanding the policy process
• Understanding how to identify where policy 

impacts risk and protective factors
• Understanding how policy should inform the SPF 

process for cannabis prevention
• Understanding the multiple layers of cannabis 

policy: federal, state, local, and organizational
• Understanding the role of prevention within each 

of these policy layers



CANNABIS PREVENTION 
TRAINING & TA FROM PTTC



PTTC Cannabis Prevention Work Group

Mission
• The Cannabis Prevention Work Group (WG) 

exists to develop training and technical 
assistance tools, products, and service, 
related specifically to marijuana risk education 
and prevention, that can be deployed across 
the country.    



Cannabis Prevention Education Toolkit

Link to access and download: 
https://pttcnetwork.org/centers/global-pttc/news/pttc-network-lau
nches-new-marijuana-prevention-and-education-toolkit

https://pttcnetwork.org/centers/global-pttc/news/pttc-network-launches-new-marijuana-prevention-and-education-toolkit
https://pttcnetwork.org/centers/global-pttc/news/pttc-network-launches-new-marijuana-prevention-and-education-toolkit


Two New PTTC Courses on Cannabis, 
Coming soon…

Cannabis Pharmacology. (ETA – Fall)
Presented by Dr. Hayden Center

• Module 1: The Effects of Cannabis
• Module 2: Cannabis and the Adolescent Brain
• Module 3: Cannabis Pharmacology
• These will be posted to Healtheknowledge.org 

Effective Messaging to Parents and Youth to Impact 
Perception of Risk (ETA – Fall/Early Winter)



Microlearning Series

Microlearning Vaping Series
• Nicotine and the Adolescent 

Brain
• Neurobiology of Cannabis
• The Appeal of Vaping
• Public Health Concerns of 

Vaping

Microlearning Cannabis Prevention 
Series (in development)
• Impairment
• Messaging & Communication
• THC, CBD, and Hemp
• Local and Organizational Policy

https://pttcnetwork.org/centers/new-england-pttc/news/new-england-pttc-microlearning-courses-vaping-series


“In The Air”
In the Air is a graphic medicine toolkit built to 
foster conversations with and among young 
people around vaping, choices about 
substance use, and social factors. This graphic 
novel-styled story of five teens going through 
high school incorporates behavioral science of 
substance misuse prevention with the stories, 
interest, and ideas of members of the Tobacco 
Free Rhode Island Youth Ambassadors. The 
novel has questions to help guide the 
discussion, a strong research base, and roots 
in risk and protective factors. Preview the first 
15 pages. 

Toolkit includes: Graphic medicine novel, facilitators guide, discussion questions 
and worksheets, and evaluation materials. (available in Spanish and Portuguese)
https://pttcnetwork.org/centers/new-england-pttc/product/air-graphic-medicine-download-preview-request-full-version-p
aper

https://pttcnetwork.org/sites/default/files/2021-04/IntheAirPreview.pdf
https://pttcnetwork.org/sites/default/files/2021-04/IntheAirPreview.pdf
https://pttcnetwork.org/centers/new-england-pttc/product/air-graphic-medicine-download-preview-request-full-version-paper
https://pttcnetwork.org/centers/new-england-pttc/product/air-graphic-medicine-download-preview-request-full-version-paper


Looking ahead…
Key needs for the prevention field moving forward:
• Opportunities for networking, collaboration, and 

information sharing
• Dedicated resources at state and local levels to 

fund cannabis prevention, especially in legalized 
states

• Research and evaluation of cannabis prevention 
interventions and strategies specific to the context 
of commercial cannabis

• Cannabis policy literacy training



Contact Information

If you have questions or comments, please don’t 
hesitate to contact:

Scott M. Gagnon, MPP, PS-C
sgagnon@adcareme.org

Follow us on Twitter:
@NewEnglandPTTC

@ScottMGagnon

mailto:sgagnon@adcareme.org

