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The event in which you are about to participate is 
supported by the New England Prevention 

Technology Transfer Center (New England PTTC) a 
program funded through the Substance Abuse and 

Mental Health Services Administration’s (SAMHSA). 
SAMHSA Cooperative Agreement 

#5H79SP081020-03.

The views and opinions represented in this presentation 
are not necessarily the views and opinions of the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services, SAMHSA or 
the New England PTTC





New England 
Prevention Technology Transfer Center

• The New England PTTC translates prevention science into 
trainings and technical assistance products to guide the 
prevention workforce in adopting and implementing prevention 
science in their communities.

• Products include in-person, distance-learning, and online 
trainings as well as prevention tools and resources.

• The Prevention Technology Transfer Center Network is funded 
by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration.

• Find us online: https://pttcnetwork.org/newengland

https://pttcnetwork.org/new-england
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Setting the stage…



Source: https://www.ncsl.org/research/health/state-medical-marijuana-laws.aspx

https://www.ncsl.org/research/health/state-medical-marijuana-laws.aspx


Northeast cannabis policy at-a-glance

Medical Cannabis? Legalized and allowing retail 
sales Decriminalized

Maine Yes Yes

New Hampshire Yes Up to ¾ ozs decriminalized

Vermont Yes Yes

Massachusetts Yes Yes

Connecticut Yes Yes

Rhode Island Yes Up to 1 oz decriminalized

New York Yes Yes

New Jersey Yes Yes



STRUCTURAL CHALLENGES



Challenge #1
Legislatures can often defer to, or take outsized 

influence, from the cannabis industry or pro-
legalization advocates vs the public health and the 

prevention community

Why?

More urgency to get the commercial cannabis market 
up and running. 



Challenge #2

The commercial cannabis industry has much larger 
budgets to promote and advertise vs. prevention 

coalitions to educate & inform



And who is getting into the 
commercial cannabis industry?

“Altria spent $1.8 billion in December 2018 for a 45 percent stake in 
Cronos Group, one of the first major multinational cannabis firms 
based in Canada.
Source: https://www.forbes.com/sites/chrisroberts/2021/02/09/tobacco-giant-altria-is-pushing-
marijuana-reform-on-congress-and-state-lawmakers/?sh=5e798ddf6041

Canopy leveraging Constellation relationship to bring CBD-
infused drink to U.S. stores

“You’ll see us try to really tap into that more and more over time with our Quatreau CBD 
drinks, and ultimately our THC-branded drinks when we can get them into the U.S.,” 
Klein said of its partnership with Constellation, which has a nearly 40% stake in the 
company.
Source: https://www.cnbc.com/2021/03/02/canopy-says-constellation-helping-bring-cbd-infused-
drink-to-us-stores.html

https://www.forbes.com/sites/chrisroberts/2021/02/09/tobacco-giant-altria-is-pushing-marijuana-reform-on-congress-and-state-lawmakers/?sh=5e798ddf6041
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/03/02/canopy-says-constellation-helping-bring-cbd-infused-drink-to-us-stores.html


Challenge #3

National, state, and local media providing, at best, 
minimal coverage of the public health side of the 

cannabis commercialization story



Challenge #4



Our Charge as a Field
What are we going to do with our cannabis science knowledge, 
how are we going to wield it, in this crucial moment, to set up 
our states, communities, and local institutions on a path where 
the health of our kids and our communities has priority over the 
health of the cannabis industry?

AND

Who are we going to partner with (state & community sectors) to 
help us achieve this goal? Because we can’t do it alone.



A MODEST PROPOSAL…OUR 
UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY


